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Farm succession and the sustainability of French agriculture. A foresight 
study for 2025 in four scenarios
Barbara Bour-Desprez, Dominique Brinbaum, Jean-Pierre Chomienne, Jean-Marie Seillan

This articles summarizes a forsight study dealing with farm succession and the sustainability 
of agricultural activity in France, and aimed at anticipating evolutions in the next ten years. 
After analyzing the parameters governing take-over decisions, the authors draw four con-
trasting scenarios. The first scenario follows the current trend, with few changes in CAP and 
public policies at national level, while the three other ones consider different possible reori-
entations : towards a contract farming, a firm-integrated farm, or a more territory-integrated 
activity. Tensions in land tenure, the shift towards a multi-dimensional agriculture requiring 
multiple skills, and the growing importance of capital and investment are common features 
to the four scenarios. The authors then consider public policies, strategies and levers to 
facilitate farm succession in each of the four scenarios.

Keywords
Farm succession, take-over,  foresight, agriculture, France, scenarios

Land ownership and tenure structure. Matching the graphic parcel 
registry and the land register files to build a typology of French farms 
based on land ownership
Hubert de Rincquesen, Vincent Julien, Charlotte Lécuyer, Robert Levesque, 
Dimitri Liorit, Maxence Melin, Guillaume Pathier, Claire Quelin

The study is an exploratory approach of matching two updated annually databases: the 
graphic parcel registry, established by the Agence de Service et de Paiement (ASP) with 
land register files of the DGFIP (direction générale des Finances Publiques). It aims to test 
the possibility of updating knowledge on the ownership of the farming lands. Tested on four 
departments with contrasting profiles, it provides indicators on agricultural landowners and 
farms. These indicators, in a principal component analysis, are used to develop a typology 
of farm structures. This study highlights the possibility of valuing updated annually databases 
to learn about agricultural land and its evolution throughout the territory.

Keywords
Graphic parcel registry, land register, tenure structure, farm ownership, farm type of occupancy, 
property, land ownership 
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Evolution in the bread wheat sector in France between 1980 and 2006 
and its impacts on crop diversity
Rémi Perronne, Mourad Hannachi, Stéphane Lemarié, Aline Fugeray-Scarbel, 
Isabelle Goldringer

Which have been the factors that may have influenced crop diversity over recent decades? 
Identifying these factors might help promoting crop diversity in the future. In this study, we 
focused on bread wheat, a crop of major economic importance in France. We present the 
evolution of the main regulations and standards, the evolution of the structure and organiza-
tion of the wheat sector, as well as the evolution of the number of varieties made available 
by breeders and seeds’ retailers. We identify some factors  that may have influenced in 
situ wheat diversity such as an increasing availability of varieties to farmers, an increasing 
segmen tation of seed market based on agro-climatic characteristics and end-use markets, 
and differentiation of varieties market classes.

Key words
Breeders, homologation, agricultural cooperatives, milling industry, varietal richness, spatial 
varietal diversity
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