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As of December 31, 2021, across all agri-food companies, French agri-food industries (IAA) 
employed 962,052 full-time equivalents within 81,773 companies (legal units). 

REVENUE EXCLUDING VAT OF EU COUNTRIES IN 2020 (in billions of euros)
 Source: Eurostat

Wholesale trade in raw agricultural products(1) Wholesale production trade. drink and tobacco
Food industries (excluding beverage manufacturing) Beverage manufacturing(2)

(1) Including live animals.
(2) For Ireland, the turnover of the food and beverage manufacturing industries is estimated.
Note : the 15 countries represented in the graph represent 94% of the turnover of the food industries of the EU 27.
Scope: IAA including commercial crafts and agri-food wholesale trade. 
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The French agri-food sector 
is the second largest in Europe 
after Germany in terms of turnover.

GENERAL DATA

KEY FIGURES FOR AGRI-FOOD COMPANIES IN 2021
Source: Insee - Esane, SSP treatment

* (inc. Beverage production)
Scope: IAA, commercial crafts and agri-food wholesale trade, DOM included.

Companies

Nb of
employees (ETP)

REVENUE
(in millions of euros)

Added value
(in millions of euros)

Agrifoods industries* Wholesale of agri-food productsCommercial crafts

19,037

 24,805

 37,931

509,616

231,516

220,920

16,297

211,667

160,809

16,433

7,687

42,711
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WEIGHT OF MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES
IN GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT IN 2021
Source: Insee, National Accounts - 2014 base

89%
Other

branches
of activity

WEIGHT OF IAA (ADDED VALUE)
IN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES
IN 2022
 Source: Insee - Esane 

81%
Others manufacturing
Industries

16%
Agrifood
Industries
(including
beverage
manufacturing)

3%
Commercial
crafts

11%
Manufacturing
Industries

GROSS ADDED VALUE OF THE AGRI-FOOD SECTOR(1)

Source: Insee, National Accounts - 2014 base

(1) The branch, manufacturing of foodstuffs, drinks and tobacco-based products, brings together all the homogeneous
production units manufacturing the products.
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DISTRIBUTION OF KEY FIGURES BY CATEGORY OF AGRI-FOOD COMPANIES IN 2020 (i n %)
Source: Insee - Esane, SSP treatment

GEETISMEMIC

Scope: companies in the agri-food industries and wholesale trade, tobacco excluded, DOM included.
Micro-enterprises (MIC) employ fewer than 10 employees and have a turnover or balance sheet total of less than 2 million euros 
per year.
Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) employ fewer than 250 employees and have a turnover of less than 50 million euros 
or a balance sheet total of less than 43 million euros.
Mid-sized companies (ETI) employ 250 to 5,000 employees and have a turnover of less than 1.5 billion euros or a balance sheet 
total of less than 2 billion euros.
Large enterprises (GE) represent the remaining companies.
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EVOLUTION OF EMPLOYMENT IN IAA AND IN THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY
SINCE 2000 (excluding interim)
 (base 100 year 2000)
Source: Insee - Localized employment estimates (ESTEL)

Manufacturing industry(1) Agrifood industry(2)

 (1) (Holders of temporary employment contracts are included in the temporary work activity.
(2)  Including commercial crafts. The source does not make it possible to distinguish commercial crafts within the food industries.
Scope: France (excluding Mayotte), raw data including commercial crafts. The source does not make it possible to distinguish
commercial crafts within the agri-food industries (including beverage manufacturing).
(p) Provisional estimates.
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OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS

41,157

38,587

52,413

14,96331,749

19,656

26,695

14,290

42,013

63,511
23,668

46,604

1,247

349 1,789 2,027 4,921

CORSICA

BRITTANY

LOIRE VALLEY

AUVERGNE-
RHÔNE-ALPS

NORTHERN
FRANCE

NEW
AQUITAINE

NORMANDY

ROVENCE-ALPS-
CÔTE D'AZUR

CENTRE-
VAL DE LOIRE

NORTH EASTERN
FRANCE

OCCITANIA

BURGUNDY-
FRANCHE-COMTÉ

GREATER
PARIS

FRENCH GUIANA REUNION ISLANDMARTINIQUE GUADELOUP

/
/ Employees workforce

Number of legal unit

3,765

573

596 820361193

2,444

898

1,442

1,201

1,599

2,543

1,535

1,936

3,518

3,673

2,599

DISTRIBUTION OF AGRIFOOD INDUSTRIES AND ASSOCIATED JOBS IN THE FRENCH REGIONS
Source: Esane 2021, Flores 2021, Sirus, Insee, SSP treatment

Scope: IAA including beverage manufacturing and excluding commercial crafts, France. Number of mono-regional  
or quasi-mono-regional legal units and their FTEs.
Note: regionality was calculated from that of 2020 and supplemented by the SIRUS directory. The figures presented are 
provisional.
A company can be located in several regions. These data are based on mono-regional or quasi-mono-regional legal units.
Mono-regional company: all employees (or failing that the establishments) are in the region.
Almost mono-regional company: the number of employees (and failing that the establishments) is more than 80%  
in the region.
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ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE  
IN AGRIFOOD INDUSTRIES:  
DISPARITIES BETWEEN SECTORS

DATA ON THE TOP 5 SECTORS OF THE FOOD INDUSTRY IN FRANCE IN 2021 
Source: Insee - Esane, SSP treatment

Number of employees in FTE
Sales in France and abroad, by sector
(in millions of euros)

Scope: enterprises in the agri-food industries and agri-food
wholesale trade, excluding artisanal food production
and tobacco, including the French overseas departments.

Bakery and pastry

Manufacture of beverages

Dairy products

Meat and meat preparations

Processed fruits & vegetables

107,479

85,962

49,739

53,063

29,859

Grains, starchy

Bakery and pastry

Manufacture of beverages

Meat and meat preparations

Dairy products

6,292

11,169

34,242

33,40310,037

4,267

11,060

2,302

5,123

21,278

Export sales
Sales excluding exports 

VALUE ADDED RATE IN 2021  
(added value including other income and other expenses / turnover) 
Source: Insee - Esane, SSP treatment

Scope: Agrifood industries excluding commercial crafts and manufacturing industry, France.

1000

Oils and fats

Grains, starchy

Animal feed

Dairy product

Meat and meat preparations

Fish, shellfish, etc.

Food Industries (IAA excl. Beverage)

Processed fruits and vegetable

Manufacturing industry

Bakery and pastry

Beverage manufacturing 29%

26%

26%

20%

19%

18%

17%

17%

16%

15%

11%
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AVERAGE INVESTMENT RATE 2020-2021
(investments / added value) 
Source: Insee - Esane, SSP treatment

Scope: IAA excluding commercial crafts and manufacturing industry, France.

1000

Manufacturing industry

Animal feed

Beverage manufacturing

Fish, shellfish, etc.

Meat and meat preparations

Other food products

Agrifood industries

Dairy product

Processed fruits and vegetable

Grains, starchy

Bakery and pastry

Oils and fats 31%

23%

23%

20%

20%

19%

19%

18%

18%

17%

15%

15%

BUSINESS EXPORT RATE IN 2021
(export turnover / total turnover) 
Source: Insee - Esane, SSP treatment

Scope: IAA excluding commercial crafts and manufacturing industry, France.

1000

Meat and meat preparations

Fish, shellfish, etc.

Bakery and pastry

Dairy product

Processed fruits and vegetable

Animal feed

Agrifood industries

Other food products

Beverage manufacturing

Manufacturing industry

Grains, starchy

Oils and fats 47%

45%

42%

34%

26%

25%

24%

23%

23%

17%

11%

11%
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Sales of agricultural products 0 1 2 1 1 5
Sales of agrifood products 7 7 7 6 9 6
     - Excluding beverages -5 -6 -6 -5 -6 -10
     - including beverages 12 12 13 11 15 16
Global Sales 7 8 9 7 10 11

EVOLUTION OF IMPORTS, EXPORTS AND TRADE BALANCE AGRI-FOOD (in billions of euros)
Source: Customs

Global balance
Sales (Agrifood products)
Sales (Agricultural products)

Export of agricultural products

Export of agrifood product Import of agrifood product

Import of agricultural products
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Note: trade balance = exports - imports
Scope: IAA including commercial crafts, agriculture and fishing, France

DETAILS OF COMMERCIAL SALES (in billions of euros )
Source: Customs

Scope: IAA including commercial crafts, agriculture and fishing, France
Note: trade balance = exports - imports

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

EVOLUTION OF TRADE WITH THIRD COUNTRIES AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
(in billions of euros)
Source: DGDDI (customs)

RAW PRODUCTS PROCESSED PRODUCTS
(EXCLUDING TABACCO)

2020 2021 2022

In 2022, trade in processed products will deteriorate

-8
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Outside EUUEOutside EUUE
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5.9
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6.8
9.1

8.2

6.9
5.9

7

9.2

5.7

0.7
1.1

2.5
1.3

0.6

8.4

7.5

BELGIUM

UNITED KINGDOM

ITALY
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NETHERLAND
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IRLAND

1.1

0.50.9

2.1 2.1

4.0

1.9

0.7 0.7

7.7

1.5

6.5

1.1

2.2 1.8

0.3
0.8

0.7 1

0.30.2

0.60.3

0.5

3.8

1.3

0.1

NORTHERN
AMERICA

CENTRAL
AMERICA

SOUTHERN
AMERICA

NORTHERN
AFRICA

SUB-SAHARAN
AFRICA

SOUTHERN
AFRICA

NEAR
EAST SOUTHWEST

ASIA

NORTHERN
ASIA

SOUTHEAST
ASIA

OCEANIA

RUSSIA
+ FORMER CIS

MIDDLE 
EAST

Beverage
Agricultural product
Agrifood products

IM
PO

RT
S

EX
PO

RT
S

46.1 M€
46.2 M€

Exports
Europe + PECO

Imports

Scope: farming and agrifood products, France.

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL AND AGRI-FOOD PRODUCTS
OF FRANCE IN THE WORLD IN 2022 (in billions of euros)
Source: customs, SSP treatment
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Label rouge
438 approved specifications

AOC/AOP
105 appellations
(excluding wines and spirits)
364 wines, 17 spirits 
and 5 ciders

STG
5 specialties

IGP
148 indications (excluding wines and spirits) 
and 74 wine + 75 locations and 2 ciders

IG
35 spirit drinks (excluding AOC spirit 
drinks which are also geographical 
indications at European level)

AB
10.3% of the agricultural land

A QUALITATIVE APPROACH 
TO AGRIFOOD

VOLUME SHARE OF SIQO (EXCLUDING ORGANIC) IN THEIR NATIONAL SECTOR IN 2021
Source: INAO, SSP, AFIDOL

Label rouge*
IGP and IGP-LR
AOC/AOP

Fruits and vegetables
Pigs

Cattle
Dairy products

Honey
Flour, breads and pastries

Eggs
Cured meats

Butter & cream
Poultry
Sheep

Cheeses
Fat Palmipeds

Fishery and aquaculture products
Olive oil

Spirit drinks
Ciders

Olive
Wines

1000

2%
3%
3%
4%
4%
4%
4%
4%
5%

8%
12%

16%
23%

27%
28%

31%
33%

74%
95%

* For poultry and eggs, this category includes poultry marketed under IGP-LR

THE DIFFERENT QUALITY AND ORIGIN IDENTIFICATION SIGNS (SIQO)
Source: INAO, data May 2021

ORIGIN OF SUPPLIES ACCORDING TO ORGANIC PRODUCTS IN 2022 (in %)
Source: Agence Bio / ANDI

Other countriesUEFrance

All products

Fruit
Vegetables

Milk, dairy products
Eggs

Fresh and processed meats
Sea, sausage making, smoking

Catering and frozen foods
Bakery and fresh pastries

Groceries & non-alcoholic beverages
Wine and other alcoholic beverages

1000
99%

23%45%

94%

24%69% 7%

6%

34%10%

82%

39% 26%

15%

99%

56%

4%

100%

1%

3%

35%

16%14%70%

95%

32%

1%
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ORGANIC TURNOVER AND TURNOVER OF OTHER SIQO IN 2021 AND EVOLUTION
COMPARED TO 2020 (in millions of euros, logarithmic scale)  
Source: INAO et Agence BIO

Wines Drinks
spirits

and ciders

Products dairy
(includes
BIO milk)

Poultry Cold meats
cured meats

Products of
�shing and
aquaculture

Meats
out

poultry

Fruits and
Vegetables

Flours,
breads and

pastries

Eggs

+1
8%

+3
5%

+1
0%

+2
33

%

-2
%

+8
%

+3
%

+1
0%

-4
%

+2
%

-4
% +4

%

+0
%

+3
% +2

%

+1
3% +2
6%

+3
6% -4

%

-3
7%

 
Sectors in which the share of other SIQOs

is greater than that of organic

Sectors in which the share
of organicis greater than

that of other SIQOs

Revenue from organic agriculture 2020 2021
2020 2021Revenue from production under other signs of quality and origin

10

100

1,000

10,000

100,000

1

Differences in revenue between BIO and other SIQO ccompared to 2020

Organic agricultural sectors continue to develop in France, but in 2022, growth will slow 
down: +3.5% additional producers, +2.7% of surface areas involved.  
They maintain and generate more than 200,000 jobs in the territories and enable
to meet consumer demand. 60,483 farms were engaged in organic farming at the end of 
2022, i.e. 14% of farms and 16% of agricultural employment. Thus, 2.88 million hectares were 
cultivated organically, or 10.7% of the French UAA.
The value of organic food purchases fell by 4.6% compared to 2021, with a total turnover of 
almost 12 billion euros.

VALUE DISTRIBUTION OF PURCHASES OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS
BY HOUSEHOLDS IN 2022
 Source: Agence Bio / ANDI 15.6%

Fresh fruits and vegetables

4.4%
Non-alcoholic beverages

10.9%
Alcoholic beverages

14.9%
Salty grocery

16.8%
Sweet grocery 

15%
Cream and eggs

8.3%
Meats

6.4%
Seafood, catering, frozen

7.6%
Bakery
Fresh pastry

Others 31.6%Drinks 15.4%Fresh 53%



14

INNOVATION:  
A KEY FACTOR OF COMPETETIVENESS 

PROPORTION OF INNOVATIVE COMPANIES BETWEEN 2018 AND 2020
BY TYPE OF INNOVATION (in % of every enterprise)  
Source: Insee, Enquête communautaire sur l'innovation (CIS 2020), SSP treatment

Process innovation
Product innovation(2)

Innovation in new products for the market
Innovation in a wider sense(1)

020406080100 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Commercial Crafts
Beverage manufacturing

Pet feed
Other food products
Bakery-pastry & Pasta

Grain processing and cereal
Dairies product

Vegetable and animal oil and fat
Trans. & preserved fruit and vegetable
Trans. & preserved fish, shellfish., etc.
Trans. & preserved meat & prep. meat

Food industry exclusive
of craft business

(1) This includes product and process innovation (including organization and marketing), ongoing and discontinued innovation
activities, and the development of R&D activities.
(2) For each term see glossary � innovation (IAA) �.
(3) Exclusive of craft business.

DOMESTIC SPENDING ON RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT BY ENTERPRISE
AND BY RESEARCH BRANCH IN 2021 - NAF RÉV.2 GROUPES 10.1 À 11.0
(in millions of euro and as a percentage)
Source: Mesri-Sies. Final 2020 data

93.2 M€ / 13%
Beverage production

55 M€ / 8%
Animal feed

manufacturing

175.4 M€ / 25%
Production of

other food products

80 M€ / 11%
Manufacture of bakery

and pastry Products

43.4 M€ / 6%
Grain processing, manufacture
of starch products 

124.5 M€ / 17%
Products dairy manufacturing

5 M€ / 1%
manufacture of vegetable and animal
oils and fats

92.5 M€ / 13%
Processing and preserving of fruit
and vegetables

17.1 M€ / 2%
Processing and preservation of fish,
crustaceans and molluscs

25.8 M€ / 4%
Processing and conservation

of meat and preparation of meat products

Note: the BERD from the food and beverage industry accounts for 2.9% of BERD from all manufacturing industries.
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DEFINITIONS
Enterprise: the smallest combination of legal units constituting an organizational unit for the 
production of goods and services, with a certain degree of decision-making autonomy, notably 
for the allocation of its current resources.
Establishment: geographically individualized production unit, but legally dependent on the 
company. It is identified by its 14-digit SIRET number.
FTE: full-time equivalent = total number of hours worked / annual average of hours worked in 
full-time jobs in the economic territory.
Enterprise in the legal sense or «legal unit»: the company in terms of «legal unit» is a legal 
entity under public or private law. This legal entity may be: a legal person, whose existence is 
recognized by law independently of the persons or institutions that own or are members of it; a 
natural person, who, as a self-employed person, may carry on an economic activity. In order to 
exist, it must be declared to the relevant authorities (court registries, social security, DGI, etc.). 
The legal unit is the main unit registered in sirene. This definition of the legal unit should not 
be confused with that of the company in the economic sense, considered as a statistical unit.
Gross value added (GVA) or value added excluding tax: value of production - intermediate 
consumption (goods and services transformed or entirely consumed during the production 
process).
Value added at factor cost (VAFC): Gross VA - production taxes + operating subsidies.
Value added rate: revenues.
Profit margin Esane: gross operating surplus (VACF – salaires – taxes + subventions) / VACF.
Profit margin of the national accounting: gross operating income / VA brute.
Returns on investments: investissements corporels brut hors apports / VACF.
Export rates: share of sales generated by exports.

Scope of data: The AFIs cover divisions 10 and 11 of the Naf rev2 nomenclature of activity, 
except for the commercial craft sector (NAF rev2 sub-classes 1013B, 1071B, C and D). The 
«tobacco manufacturing» sector is excluded.

It should be noted that the notion of commercial craftsmanship does not completely overlap 
with the notion of food craftsmanship, for which companies may be classified in sub-classes 
of divisions 10 and 11 that do not exclusively concern a crafts-type activity (e.g.: ice-cream and 
sorbet manufacture), or in sub-classes of division 47 (retail trade) that may concern processing 
activities (e.g.: butcheries, triperies...). Artisanal activity is defined by Decree no. 98-247 of  
April 2, 1998 on artisanal qualification and the trades register.

PRODUCTION
 Agriculture
 and fishery

PROCESSING
 Food industry
Div. 10 NAF Rév 2

 Beverages
Div. 11

 Tabacco
Div. 12

Unless otherwise stated, 
the food industry does not include
commercial crafts

MARKETING
 Wholesale
462 : raw agricultural produce and live animals
463 : food and beverages

 Artisanat commercial
10.13B : meat-based preparations
10.71B, C et D : baking and manufacture
of bakery and pastry products

 Retail commerce (inc. supermarkets)

 Out-of-home catering

IAA



→ To know more
https://agreste.agriculture.gouv.fr/agreste-web/
Figures and Data n° 2023-7 - Agri-food industries 

and wholesale trade in 2021
Graph’Agri 2023 : Agriculture, forestry, 

fisheries and agrifood industries

CONTACT
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Sovereignty

General Directorate for Economic and Environmental
Performance of Enterprises (DGPE)

Ministerial Delegation to Agrifood Enterprises (DMEA)
dmea.dgpe@agriculture.gouv.fr

Photo credits: agriculture.gouv.fr
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