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CAP and agricultural employment: a European perspective
The number of European farmers continues to decline and this population is ageing: more half were 
over the age of 55 in 2016, while, all types of jobs combined, the volume of agricultural work reached 
its lowest level in the EU-28 on that date. If the renewal of agricultural assets is now one of the 
objectives of the Policy common agricultural policy, this represents a break with its initial objectives 
and tools. This article first takes stock of the evolution of agricultural structures and jobs in the EU, 
where the development of the workforce is not enough to meet the challenges of the workforce. It 
then presents the main tools of the 2014-2020 CAP, in this area, but also national policies that can 
affect agricultural employment, both in quantity and quality.

Keywords: Employment, demography, labor force renewal, agricultural policies, Europe.

Small French farms: types, contributions and supports
Little supported by French and European agricultural policies, small farms (identified by a standard 
gross production of less than €25,000) are still present in the French agricultural landscape. In 2010, 
the agricultural census there were nearly 178,000, or more than 36% of farms in France metropolitan. 
This article draws up a statistical table and proposes a typology of these small farms. Based on field 
surveys, it explores their links with employment and the environment. Finally, he returns to their 
difficulties in accessing CAP aid and presents the system proposed since 2014, by the European 
Commission, for small farmers Europeans.

Keywords: Small farms, agricultural census, Common Agricultural Policy, typology, Output 
Standard.

The hardwood sawmill of the future: what strategic choices for tomorrow?
This article presents the conclusions of a study on the hardwood sawmilling industry. temperate in 
metropolitan France. It aimed to identify the obstacles that currently hinder the development of this 
industry, whether technical, organizational, cyclical or economic; to understand the root causes of 
these obstacles and to propose avenues to help the sector make the choices that will enable it to 
consolidate its future. The work consisted of three main stages: an economic analysis of the sector 
carried out by the study service providers, a survey of industry players and a benchmarking abroad. 
A standard model of a hardwood sawmill, integrated within its sector, could then be identified. Finally, 
eight sets of courses of action are presented, in order to move towards this model and to allow the 
French hardwood sawmill to begin his transition.

Keywords: Sawmill, hardwood, forest-wood sector, wood industry, innovation, markets, 
supply, modernity, strategy, factory of the future.
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